Myth carved in stone

Sculptor Venia Dimitrakopoulou shapes Aegina’s
volcanic rocks into figures from the ancient past

By Christy Papadopoulou
arts@athensnews.eu

T TIMES resembling fice-masks from the
tragedies
Dimitrakopoulou’s sculpted heads are mvested
with a strong dramatic elentent now on display
in Conguered Temtoriey of Mneme and Cosmos,
hor exhibition-at the Athens Art Gallery,

._M .
Agamemnon’s cry sta

ried it all

The show, resembling an installation, has
Ajakos, son of Zeus and nymph Aegina,
scomingly conversing with Agamemnon in the
presence of Hemerd, personification of the day,
The dramatic heads of Dimitrakopoulou’s
figures appear serene and sage, as il awskened
from 4 deep. centuries-long sleep,

Their half-gaping mouths seen ta hint a1
whispers from the past,

The cry’s multiple connotations:- be it a
shout, exclamation of pain, or expression of
trivmph - are ut the heart of the work.

“I started off with Agamemnan’s ery of awe."
Dimitrakapoulou told the Atfens News. “Alier
running Iis course; the oty takes theshape of a
smile in the face of Gaia, who - like all the
femule figures in the exhibition - 14 smilfing."

The discourse between past and present is
reinforced through Phifippos Koutsaltis'
evorative-lighting touch, (Koutsaftis's 200)
Mirthtess  Rock dacumentary ltaced the
connection between the industrial town of
Elefsis, west of Atheny, und the Eleusinian
mysteries of antiquity,)

Love inherited

Dimitrakopoulow inhenifed her fove for the
medium from her father, a lawyer who was dn
amateur scalptor i his youth,

Up till now she has captures! semimal figures
which include the bugts of  20th-century Gireek
Prime Minister Lleltherios Venizelos and
conductor Dimitei Mitropoulos.

This time round
Dimitrakapoulou fotuses on
faces alone. Thevare rarities; in part because
of the material ysed and its orgin

Tn'additiont to he more widely used clay and
bronze; she seulpts voleanic rock she colleets
from Mount Ellanio, widely known as Oros, on
the Saronic istand of Aegina,

The artistshapes the heads in her studioin
Palia Rachi, a village ncar the 532m mountain
which ance served as a shrine fo worship Zeus.

“Myth hasit that during a period of draught
Awkos  asked Zeus for raim  here”
Dimitrakopotlou says. “This is also the place
whete pilgrims spent the night before performing
sacrifices.”

Known as andestte, the granite-like stone
shires the texture of porphyry but has softer
¢lements to it
It 08 difficult in dte handling”

Wartior with helmet in bronze

Dimittakopoulon says, “Due to 11s lexture it
doesa't allow far detailed work like marble
docs”

The artist does not set out with-a certain
figure in mind when beginning a piece.

“Itis the stones themsalves that show me the
way, Once T start Fean't stop.”

v Venia  Dimitrakopeulon’s  Conguerred
Territories of Macme (Memory) and Cosmos is
on at the Athens Galleny (4 Crlykonus St 121210,
721-3938) until June 0. Oper Thesday-Friday,
10.30gm-2pm aod -9y Sutwrday. 10,3005 2pm;
closed Sunday and Monday



